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WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS 

 A one-day seminar on the theme “Indian Knowledge System and Biological 

Sciences” was jointly organized in hybrid mode by the Department of 

Zoology, Department of Botany and Department of Sanskrit in the college 

campus on August 5th 2026 at 11:30 AM. 

 The program was organized under the guidance of Prof. B. M. Pandey, 

Principal, Govt. Post Graduate College Berinag, Pithoragarh and the event 

marked the completion of six years of the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020 as part of the “Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam 2026”. 

 Dr. Kalyan Singh Rawat—the pioneer of Uttarakhand’s 'Maiti Andolan' (Maiti 

Movement) and a Padma Shri awardee—attended the event as the keynote 

speaker. 

 About 130 students participated in the program and gained deep insights on 

the Indian Knowledge System. 

 The program commenced with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the 

college principal, Prof. Pandey. In his address, he emphasized the need to 

establish harmony between wildlife and Indian culture at both local and 

global levels. He further noted that it is essential for policymakers to 

formulate a robust Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for nature 

conservation and stressed the importance of exercising restraint in our own 

behavior. 

 Subsequently, Dr. Hemlata, Head of the Department of Botany, stated that the 

Indian knowledge tradition is considered one of the oldest, richest, and most 

holistic educational traditions in the world. She further explained that the 

objective of education in ancient India was to foster self-realization, self-

development, nature conservation, and a sense of social responsibility. She 

also noted that the concepts of biodiversity conservation that modern 

scientists are currently deliberating upon have been embedded in India's 

traditional knowledge for centuries. 

 In his address, the seminar's keynote speaker, Padma Shri Dr. Kalyan Singh 

Rawat, shared significant information about the “Charaka Samhita” and 



“Sushruta Samhita”—texts deeply rooted in India's knowledge system—and 

noted that the libraries at Nalanda and Takshashila universities had gradually 

fallen into ruin over time. He also highlighted the alarming rate of daily 

deforestation and emphasized the need for serious measures regarding nature 

conservation, ensuring that future generations can also benefit from natural 

resources. 

 He also held an in-depth discussion on the Earth's steadily rising 

temperatures and warned that unless nature and natural resources are 

conserved in time, survival will become difficult for all of creation in the 

future. He further pointed out that Uttarakhand is a highly sensitive region 

situated in an earthquake zone, and if the tampering with nature is not 

curtailed, there is a likelihood of catastrophic damage in the future. 

 Shri Rawat further stated that the “Bugyals”—velvety alpine meadows nestled 

in the lap of the Himalayas—serve as a foundation for life; describing them as 

symbols of our Indian cultural and spiritual heritage, he emphasized the need 

to launch local awareness campaigns for their preservation and enrichment. 

 At the conclusion of the seminar, Dr. Deepti Karki, Assistant Professor 

(Sanskrit), proposed the vote of thanks. 

 Ms. Rashmi Selwal, Assistant Professor (Economics), anchored the event. Dr. 

Mahesh Chandra Vishwakarma, Assistant Professor (Chemistry), provided 

technical support for the successful conduct of the program, while Dr. Aman 

Verma, Assistant Professor (Zoology), Dr. Ashwani Kumar, Assistant 

Professor (Botany), Dr. Mukesh Lal Shah, Assistant Professor (Zoology), and 

Dr. Teeka Singh, Assistant Professor (Botany), made significant contributions 

to the event.  

 All faculty members and students of the college were present at the program. 

 



 

 

 
Online Lecture by Keynote Speaker Padma Shri Dr. Kalyan Singh Rawat 



 

Faculty members and students attending the program 



    

 

 

Ms. Rashmi Selwal, Assistant Professor (Economics), G.P.G.C. Berinag, anchoring the program 



 

 

Dr. Hemlata, Assistant Professor (Botany), G.P.G.C. Berinag, delivering lecture in the program 



 

Prof. B. M. Pandey, Principal, G.P.G.C. Berinag, addressing the speaker and students in the program 



 

Dr. Deepti Karki, Assistant Professor (Sanskrit), G.P.G.C. Berinag, delivering vote of thanks in the program 



 

 

       

 

Interaction of students with the speaker, Padma Shri Dr. Kalyan Singh Rawat 



 

 

 

 

Plantation by students and teachers 



OUTCOMES OF THE PROGRAMME 

1. Enhanced awareness of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS): The seminar 

enhanced students’ and faculty members’ understanding of the richness, 

relevance, and holistic nature of the Indian Knowledge System, particularly 

its contributions to education, health, ecology, culture, and environmental 

conservation.  

2. Integration of IKS with Biological Sciences: Participants gained insights into 

the connections between traditional Indian knowledge and modern biological 

sciences, particularly in areas such as biodiversity conservation, medicinal 

knowledge, sustainable use of natural resources, and ecological balance.  

3. Promotion of environmental consciousness: The programme sensitized 

approximately 130 students towards the urgent need for conservation of 

forests, wildlife, natural resources, and fragile Himalayan ecosystems. The 

discussions encouraged participants to recognize their individual and 

collective responsibility towards environmental protection.  

4. Awareness about traditional conservation practices: Students were 

introduced to indigenous conservation traditions and culturally embedded 

practices, including the significance of the Bugyals and community-based 

environmental initiatives such as the Maiti Movement, thereby strengthening 

appreciation for local ecological knowledge.  

5. Understanding of the relevance of ancient texts: The seminar highlighted the 

scientific and contemporary relevance of classical Indian texts such as the 

Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita, encouraging participants to explore 

India's traditional contributions to health and biological knowledge.  

6. Awareness of Himalayan ecological vulnerability: Participants developed 

greater awareness of the ecological sensitivity of Uttarakhand, including the 

impacts of deforestation, climate change, increasing temperatures, and 

unsustainable human interventions on Himalayan ecosystems.  

7. Promotion of sustainable development and responsible behaviour: The 

programme encouraged students to adopt environmentally responsible 

behaviour and understand the importance of sustainable utilization of natural 

resources for the welfare of present and future generations.  

8. Strengthening interdisciplinary learning: The joint organization by the 

Departments of Zoology, Botany, and Sanskrit created an interdisciplinary 

platform connecting biological sciences with traditional knowledge, culture, 



and language studies, in line with the multidisciplinary approach advocated 

under NEP 2020.  

9. Development of conservation-oriented thinking: The discussions motivated 

students to think critically about contemporary environmental challenges and 

the need for locally relevant conservation strategies, community participation, 

and responsible policymaking.  

10. Contribution towards the objectives of NEP 2020: The programme 

supported the vision of NEP 2020 by promoting multidisciplinary education, 

Indian knowledge traditions, experiential and contextual learning, 

environmental awareness, cultural rootedness, and responsible citizenship.  

Overall Outcome 

The seminar successfully created a meaningful bridge between India's traditional 

knowledge heritage and contemporary biological sciences, while fostering 

environmental awareness, cultural appreciation, and conservation-oriented thinking 

among students and faculty. It encouraged participants to recognize the value of 

indigenous ecological knowledge and its potential contribution to addressing 

contemporary challenges such as biodiversity loss, climate change, deforestation, 

and sustainable resource management. 
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